Serving the Electoral Districts of Torphins, Glassel and Tornaveen

http://www.torphins.net & https://www.facebook.com/TorphinsCommunity

Ordinary Meeting Minutes
Thursday 4% June 2026 at 7:30 pm
Learney Hall, Torphins

Item No.

Description

Owner

1.

Present: Peter Argyle (PA) (Chair); Andrew Brazier (AB); Eric Day (ED);
John Lucas (JL); Andrew Macpherson (AM); Colin Rouse (CR)

In Attendance: Sarah Brown (SB); David Birch (DB)

Apologies: Will Maclean (WM); lain Firth (IF); Clir. Geva Blackett (GB);
Clir. Anouk Kloppert (AK)

TCC

Intimation of noted interests ED & PA advised they had known Roy
Anderson (see planning application below) for many years.

TCC

Confirm adoption of minutes of meeting on 14" May 2026
(ED, JL)

TCC

Head Teacher Update on Torphins School

DB advised that the school was now ranked withing the top ten in
Aberdeenshire and there was an increase in the level of attainment
for numeracy and writing with many pupils exceeding national
expectations. Dyslexia support using specialist software has assisted
with this. Oracy (listening and talking) have also improved and this has
improved staff confidence.

Plans for next year include more focus on reading using improved
library facilities, lunchtime reading groups and spelling. About 25% of
pupils require support in these areas.

The student roll has fallen below 150 to 144 which has impacts in
several ways: There will be a composite class in the next session,
funding from the council will be affected and staff numbers are under
review. Projections by the council indicate a roll of 122 by 2030. The
reasons for this are complex and many, suitable family housing being
one and TCC will supportive of planning applications for such homes.

DB explained the current progress with the path plan to make access
along Bridge Crescent and into the school safer. The preferred option
is to make Bridge Crescent one-way, retain parking spaces and
construct a proper footpath beside the playground leading to the
school gate.

A card and £10 award was passed to DB to be presented to Innes
Mitchell (P7) for designing the new TCC logo.

DB
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6. Planning Report:
o  Weekly Lists of Planning Applications ED
APP/2026/0880 Erection of Dwellinghouse and Garage
Site To Southeast Of Clais-na-Creig Torphins Banchory — Roy
Anderson.
TCC felt that the application was sound and it was agreed that PA
would draft a letter of support for the application.
7. New or Focus Items:
e Request from Tania Mearns for TCC support to develop use of WM
Learney Hall for pickleball, badminton, etc. TCC agreed to support
this initiative.
e Learney Hall: PA system funding report. Carried forward to July TCC
meeting.
e Ongoing survey on New Powers for Scotland’s CC per email of 21 | TCC
May 2026 with over 50 CC now supporting the survey. Carried
forward to July meeting.
9. Open Action Log:
Review and update progress on open action items All
See Open Action Log attached
10. Correspondence: PA
None.
11. A.0.C.B.: TCC




e Torphins Gala: TCC will provide a stand at the gala (a gazebo
will be required) and will ask TORCH if they wish to share the
stand and some of the costs.

e Bus Forum: This was attended by AB. To summarise,
Stagecoach advised of several improvement plans under way,
newer stock (2023 replacing older vehicles), improved
ticketing system and app, express services, etc. All were
welcomed but timescales were protracted. Ember were also
present and were much praised.

o Thanks were noted to PA and WM for their untiring efforts
over the previous twelve months.

e Andrew McPherson tendered his resignation from TCC. TCC
expressed thanks for his efforts in the service of the
community.

12. Close 2045

Members of the public are always welcome to attend TCC monthly meetings



