Torphins Community Council

Serving the Electoral Districts of Torphins, Campfield and Tornaveen
http://www.torphins.net & https://www.facebook.com/TorphinsCommunity

Minutes of Ordinary Meeting
Thursday 3™ September 2026 at 7:30 pm
Learney Hall, Torphins

Item

No. Description Owner
1. Present: Peter Argyle (PA) (Chair); Eric Day (ED); John Lucas (JL); Will Maclean (WM);

Colin Rouse (CR)
In Attendance: Raj Fernandez (RF)
Apologies: Andrew Brazier (AB); Clir. Cllr. Geva Blackett (GB); ClIr. Sarah Brown (SB)
Not Present: ClIr. Anouk Kloppert (AK)

2. Intimation of noted interests:
None

3. Confirm adoption of minutes of meeting 2" July 2026:
Adopted as proposed: TCC
Proposed: John Lucas Seconded: Eric Day

4. Finance Report:
The bank balance at 31 August 2026 is £11,788.02, plus £90.00 in cash float. The TCC ED
Admin Fund is £838.36 after receipt of Aberdeenshire Council Admin Grant of £851.00,
less expenditure of £256.23; including Walker’s Blue Plaque for BoL shop unit £34.95,
TCC banner £46.28, and 50% share of cost of replacement gazebo £175.00. TCC
Common Good Fund is £296.03 following the profit of £172.20 on the Guess the Whisky
at the Gala. Christmas Lights balance is £10.98; and Robertson Trust Hardship Fund is
£1,694.28 after pantry purchases. TORCH funds total £8947.83 after 50% share of
gazebo cost £174.99, and purchase of Starlink communications equipment at £753.80.
Secretary to invite TORCH to next meeting to explain use. WM

5. Planning:
The following applications awaiting decision: ED

e APP/2026/0880 New house at Sundayswells

e APP/2026/0886 Solar panels

e APP/2026/0976 Alterations and change of use from care home to residential
property at former Abbeyfield building.

e APP/2026/1222 Pitmurchie House Change of Use from Care Home (Class 8) to
Dwellinghouse (Class 9)
TCC notes no other changes applied for, which is strange for such a very large
property change of use to residential.
Roads Team have asked what number of properties are being provided.

e APP/2026/1224 Station Garage erection of Class 5 (General Industrial) Paint Shop
and Workshop and Relocation of Shipping Containers

e APP/2026/1289 Alterations and Extension to Dwellinghouse Including Erection of
Fence at Haugh Head, Torphins
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New and Focus Items:

LDP Call for Sites Feedback by TCC:

In response to Aberdeenshire Council request for comments from Community
Councils TCC reviewed the five Bid Sites and agreed feedback to the Council. Public
consultation will follow.

GoFibre Installation in Torphins area:

A range of comments have been received from a number of residents regarding the
current GoFibre cabling work in the area. There are many concerns over lack of
communication, unexpected physical disturbance due to civil works, poor siting and
unauthorized access to private land for ditching and installing poles, and lack of
information about future service providers. There are also positive views about the
speed and quality of work.

TCC has contacted GoFibre and now have a Teams meeting with their Community
Engagement Executive and a member of the build team on 9" September to review
concerns and the whole process. We also expect a future Community Consultation
Walk-In meeting, although we feel this should have been offered before the work
started.

Torphins School Path Update:

A meeting at the school in July 2023 with pupils, teacher, and reps of Council,
contractor and TPG produced a plan for action. We have now been informed the
offer by a contractor to construct the path at the school has been withdrawn 13
months later due to changed circumstances. This has led to further enquiries of
progress by the Council engineer which reveal a number of technical and regulatory
issues are being considered and there appears no date for completion of plans.
TPG has expressed hope to the Council that the aspirations of the pupils to have a
safe path on Bridge Crescent can finally be met soon, despite the complexity that
Council engineering has been brought to the project.

Proposal for Village Defibrillator Map:

A recommendation to add a list and map of defibrillators in the Torphins area to
the TCC website was agreed. Additionally a link to a third party website with this
information and additional first aid information, plus as a price potential to access
commercial first aid training, will be added to the site.

Drive for New Members:

Concern was expressed that TCC membership has fallen to only seven members,
with the potential of one new member, against a maximum of twelve. If TCCis to
continue its many activities for the community then we must have new members.
Agreed PA to draft a promotional message for publication.

Christmas Lights Planning:

ED advised the annual PAT testing of the Christmas lights has been completed and
all required compliance documentation submitted to Aberdeenshire Council.

The plan is for TCC and volunteers to erect the lights on 21 November 2026 and
take down on 9January 2026. Thanks to Eric for organizing again.

Carols Around the Christmas Tree:

It was agreed this event will be on 22 December 2026, with invitations to go to
Praise Band, Notes from Torphins, and the Minister.

Since a licence is deemed required for the FOC mulled wine and TCC is not deemed
allowed, we will establish Torphins Christmas Lights Association to meet the
regulations. Constitution to be drafted and officers appointed.

Path Barrier on Old Railway Path at west side Innermarkie Wynd and Park Fence:
Noting these have both collapsed it was resolved that Secretary to contact Clir
Sarah Brown regarding the matter for Aberdeenshire Council action and add to list.
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7. Open Action Log:

The Open Action Log is an appendix integral to the minutes of meeting. TCC
All items were reviewed and updated as detailed in the log, which is available
online with the minutes at www.torphins.net

8. Correspondence:

e All general correspondence received has been distributed by email to all members TCC
for review and action as appropriate or desired, including discussion as necessary at
TCC Ordinary Meeting per New Items above.

Of particular note for action are the following:

e Aberdeenshire Council Residents Survey available for feedback until 31 October
2026. Completion encouraged via this link:
https://engage.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/lets-talk-aberdeenshire

e Marr Community Council Forum is on 30 September 2026. Members to submit if
they will attend and agenda items requested.

e The proposed Aberdeenshire Council Community Council Networking event was
cancelled due to inadequate numbers to justify the organisation of the large event.

9. AOCB:

e PA asked RF if he is willing to join TCC having observed our meeting. RF advised he | PA
is pleased to join so PA moved to propose co-opting RJ to TCC membership. The RJ
proposal was seconded by JL and duly passed. Raj Fernandez is duly welcomed
with thanks as a new member of TCC.

e ED advised the condition of Church Brae is again seriously deteriorating and a
significant safety risk at this blind summit. Secretary to add to Action List and ED
report to Cllr SB. (In fact was resurfaced on next day 4 September 2026)

e JLreported continued unsafe and potentially illegal parking in area of school. This
will be added to Action Log and reported to Clir SB and Head Teacher, who have JL
taken positive helpful action in past.

10. Next Ordinary Meeting: Thursday 2" October 2026
11. Meeting closed at 9:13 pm

Adoption of Minutes: These minutes were circulated by email to all TCC members on
3™ September 2026 and adopted by email as an accurate record of the meeting.
Adoption will be confirmed at the meeting on 1°* October 2026.

Proposed: John Lucas Seconded: Eric Day
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