Torphins Community Council

Serving the Electoral Districts of Torphins, Campfield and Tornaveen
http://www.torphins.net & https://www.facebook.com/TorphinsCommunity

Minutes of Ordinary Meeting
Thursday 1°* October 2026 at 7:30 pm
Learney Hall, Torphins

Item
No.

Description

Owner

Present: Peter Argyle (PA) (Chair); Andrew Brazier (AB); Eric Day (ED); lain Firth (IF);
John Lucas (JL); Will Maclean (WM); Colin Rouse (CR)

In Attendance: ClIr. Sarah Brown (SB)

Apologies: Raj Fernandez (RF); Clir. Geva Blackett (GB); Clir. Anouk Kloppert (AK)

Intimation of noted interests:
None

Confirm adoption of minutes of meeting 3" September 2026:
Adopted as proposed:
Proposed: John Lucas Seconded: Eric Day

TCC

Finance Report:

The bank balance at 30 September 2026 is £11,284.75, plus £90.00 in cash float. The
TCC Admin Fund is £783.36 after expenditure £50 on PAT test of Christmas Lights and
TCC Common Good Fund is unchanged at £296.03, Christmas Lights balance is £10.98.
Robertson Trust Hardship Fund is £1,545,15 after pantry purchases of £149.67. TORCH
funds are down £303.60 to £8,64.75 as the generator service cost £303.60.

ED

Planning:

The following applications awaiting decision:

e APP/2026/0880 New house at Sundayswells

e APP/2026/1222 Pitmurchie House Change of Use from Care Home (Class 8) to
Dwellinghouse (Class 9)
NB New design statement submitted 1 October 2026

e APP/2026/1224 Station Garage erection of Class 5 (General Industrial) Paint Shop
and Workshop and Relocation of Shipping Containers

ED

New and Focus Items:

e Torphins Christmas Lights Association:
The proposed constitution was reviewed and unanimously approved.
The following officers we unanimously appointed:
Chair — Peter Argyle, Treasurer — Eric Day, Secretary — Will Maclean

e GoFibre Installation in Torphins area:
Following a range of negative, and positive, comments received from a number of
residents TCC attended a helpful online meeting with representatives of the
GoFibre community team and build team. We developed a good understanding
and feeling any issues are understood and being resolved. GoFibre agreed to
organize a Community Walk-In session at the Learney Hall on 15" October 2026
4:30pm to 6:00pm. Unfortunately this was the earliest date possible.

PA

WM
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New and Focus Items:

e Proposal for Village Defibrillator Map:
A link to a third-party website with map of locations of defibrillators around
Torphins, and other information, is now available at
https://torphins.wordpress.com/home/

o Drive for New Members:
The need for new members continues. We understand personal demands on
people make commitment difficult however encourage community members to
come forward to enable the work of TCC. It was agreed to promote membership
with posters at the Carols Around the Christmas Tree event in the hall.
CR to draft a poster for agreement and adoption.

e Noting we have been without a Vice-Chair since the resignation of Andrew
McPherson PA moved to appoint a new Vice-Chair.
Thankfully Andrew Brazier volunteered and was duly elected with thanks.

AB

PA

CR
PA

AB

Open Action Log:
The Open Action Log is an appendix integral to the minutes of meeting.
All items were reviewed and updated as detailed in the log, which is available
online with the minutes at www.torphins.net

TCC

Summer Police Report:

e The recently received Summer Police Report was reviewed section by section and
the reported actions in Torphins noted with appreciation. We continue to have
concerns about unsafe and illegal parking and speeding in the village and hope the
Police will be able to take action.

e |t was agreed JL to write to the police officer authoring the report to highlight
recent parking violations.

e Thank you to Police for maintaining the new reporting process and TCC hopes for
another visit later this year.

TCC

JL

TCC

Correspondence:

e All general correspondence received has been distributed by email to all members
for review and action as appropriate or desired, including discussion as necessary at
TCC Ordinary Meeting.

TCC

AOCB:

e The Chair of TORCH shall attend the TCC meeting on 5" November 2026 to explain
the Starlink equipment purchased August and other updates for winter.

e ED reported the completion of refurbishment of the large Learney Coat of Arms
that once sat above the pub door of the Learney Arms. Many thanks to ED’s friend
Tom who has dedicated much time and skill. The plan is to hang the Coat of Arms
in the Learney Hall on the wall at the back of the stage.

e ED raised the matter that the heathers around the Jubilee Stone in the park have
become very overgrown. ED proposed to replace the heathers with decorative
gravel and extend that gravel area to encompass the Diamond Jubilee Oak Tree.
CR thought the heather could be effectively clipped back to re-grow, however the
final view seemed to be to apply gravel.

e ED reported all printed copies of the latest Welcome to Torphins booklet have been
distributed and recommended the online copy needs to be made more prominent
on the website with a tab or image of its own to click to open. This agreed and AB
to action.

R. Dow

ED

ED

AB
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9. AOCB (Continued):
e WM advised the members that a group of three Torphins Paths Group supporters WM
have organised a Quiz Night fundraiser to benefit TPG. The event, led by a well-

known and popular local quiz master, is on November 27 at 7:00 pm at Learney
Hall; bring your own nibbles and drinks. Tickets are available at £10 each or six can
be purchased to form table teams of six. Tickets available by email to
torphinspathsgroup@gmail.com .

e The outstanding medal winning success of former TCC member Liz Moore at the ED
2026 Commonwealth Powerlifting and Benchpress Championships in Winnipeg was
praised by ED and endorsed by all.

10. Next Ordinary Meeting: Thursday 5" November 2026

11. Meeting closed at 8:45 pm

Adoption of Minutes: These minutes were circulated by email to all TCC members on
2" October 2026 and adopted by email as an accurate record of the meeting. Adoption
will be confirmed at the meeting on 5" November 2026.

Proposed: Colin Rouse Seconded: Eric Day
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